
4-7- I 

Date 
Project 

January 23,1997 
ou 111 

Between Mr. IKeith Rose 

and Marilyn Kastens 

Mseting/Telephons Conference Recora 

T i e  
Location DOE-GJO 
of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ph. # 243-4552 

Service (FWS) 

9:00 am and 1 1 :15 am 

of MACTEC-ERS Ext. # 6781 m]l 

Subject: 
OU 111 Threatened or Endangered (iT&E) Species 

After DOE'S meeting with Keith Rose on January 9,1997, Keith agreed to make some calk to other biologists to 
determine which of the l i i  T&E species might be of concern in the OU 111 area. Keith called me twice on January 23, 
1997 to let ime know what he had found out. Fdlowing is a summary for each species of concern. 

Southwestern Willow Fhrcatcher: Keith called Terry Ireland (FWS Biologist at Grand Junction OW) concerning survey 
requirements for this species. Terry indicated that 1 year of data is required before disturbance to flycatcher habitat may 
occur and that the survey must be within 12 months of the di-rbance. A May/June 1997 survey for southwestern willow 
flycatchers would meet thiis criteria if OU Ill activities begin in early spring 1998. 

Perearine Falcon: Keith called Bill Bates (Biologist with Utah IDiision of Wlldlife Resources) concerning peregrine falcon 
sitings in the Monticello area.  bill iindicated that the last confirmedl siting was in 1990 at INielson Reservoir north of 
Monticello. Since that time, this resetvoir has been breached! Bill also indicated that there was no known nesting1 of 
peregrines in the Monticello area. The canyons along Montezuma Creek are not typical habitat for the peregrine 
(canyon walls are not high enough; food sources are not ideal). 

Mexican Swtted Owl: Keith is still ttying to contact Marilet Zablan at the Salt Lake C i  1FWS OW to obtain spotted owl 
sampling protocol and information regarding owl locations. He wiil get back to me as soon as he contacts Marilet. 

SDotted Bat The spotted bat is no longer a l i e d  T&E species in San Juan County, Utah. Bill Bates indicated to Keith 
that the presence of the bat in the canyons of Montezuma Creek is probable but has never been confirmed. 

Follow-Ug Action Required: 
I will lplan and schedule a southwestern willow @catcher sunrey for May/June 1997. The person(s) conducting the 
survey will be required to attend a trainihg course conducted by Terry Ireland in early spring1 1997. In addition, I will 
follow up with Keith on obtaining the Mexican spotted owl information. At that time, we can determine the need for an 
owl survey in the OU 111 area. 

cc: David Bird, State of Utah 
Mike Butherus, MCTEC 
Danni Langdon, MACTEC 
Kristen IMcClellen, 1MACTEC 
Paul Mushovic, EPA 
Deb Richardson, MACTEC 
Mary Ann IRondinella, DOE-GJO 
IFile CopylMSG 8.3 
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Meeting/Telephone Conference Record 

Date 
Project 
Between 

and 

February 10,1997 
ou 111 
Bob Woyewodzic 

NA 
Marilyn Kastens 
NA 

Time 10:15 a.m. 
Location Address GJO 
of iBureau of Land Ph. # (801) 587-2141 

Management (BLM), San 
Juan Resource Area, 
Box 7, Monticello, UT 
84535 

of INA 
of MACTEC-ERS 
of MCTEC-ERS 

Ph. # NA 
€xt # 6781 [Ext.] 
Ext.#NA 

Subject: 
T&E Species Information from B M  

Summary: 
I called BLM's Wildlife Biologist, IBob Woyewodzic, at Heather Musglow's recommendation to see if he  had any additional 
information on the Mexican spotted owl or other TBE species. Bob said that a contractor, Damion Fagen with High Desert 
Research out of Moab, conducted a spotted owl survey in Montezuma Canyon in 1994 (on BLM-administered llands). No 
owls were found. This was the same survey that Heather had described to me. 

Bob mentioned that although the owl is not present in the canyon, the Gunnison sage grouse has been identified along 
Montezuma Creek. The Gunnison sage grouse lhas not yet been formally listed a s  a ThE species but will1 probably be listed 
in the future. The biological assessment lhas been completed, and the process for getting it listed has lbegun. He 
recommended that I call Guy Wallace with Utah Division of Wildlife Resources to get more information on the sage grouse. 

Bob also mentioned that the Montezuma Creek area contains critical habitat for the southwestern willow flycatcher. I 
informed him that DOE was aware of this and will be conducting its second annual flycatcher survey in 1997. IBob said that 
he would be interested in the results of the sunrey. 

Follow-up Action Required: 
I called Guy Wallace at (801) 587-2463 but got no answer. I will continue to try to reach him. 

cc: 

file: 

IMike Butherus 
Danni Langdon 
Kristen McClellen 
Deb Richardson 
Mary Ann Rondinella 
IFile Copy MSG 8.3 



Date 
Project 
IBetween 

and, 

MeetlnglTelephone Conference Record1 

February 10,1997 
ou Ill 
Heather Musglow 

w 
Marilyn Kastens 
NA 

Time 9:00 a.m. 
Location Address GJO 
of US. Forest Service, Manti Ph. # (801) 259-71 55 

of w Ph. # NA 
of MACTEGERS Ext. # 6781 w.] 
d M A C E M R S  Ext. # NA 

LaSal Forest, Moab, UT 

Subject: 
Mexican Spotted Owl Surveys 

I called lHeather Musglow to discuss Mexican spotted owl surveys conducted by the U.S. Forest Service and1 U.S. Bureau of 
Land Management along Montezurna Creek. Heather said that they’ve been conducting spotted owl surveys for 4-5 years 
in the Monticello area. No owls have ever been found in Montezurna Canyon. As a result of the surveys, it became obvious 
that the only place spotted owls were found were in slick rock canyons containing tall Ponderosa pine and other conifers. 
The nearest-to-Monticello owl locations were found in Dark Canyon more than 20 miles south and west of Monticello. 
Although Heather has not yet confirmed this with Marilet Zablan of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Senrice, she believes that the 
only designated critical habitat for the spotted owl east of Monticello is in canyons having greater than 40-percent slopes 
that also contain a mixed conifer forest. Heather willisend me the results of the surveys that are pertinent to Montezuma 
Creek. 

Follow-Up Action Required: 
Discuss the need for DOE to conduct a Mexican spotted owl survey in OU 111 with Keith1 Rose. Find out if Keith has 
discussed the spotted owl1 with Marilet Zablan yet. 

cc: Mike Butherus 
IDanni Langdon 
Kristen McClellen 
Deb Richardson 
Maty Ann Rondinella 
File Copy MSG 8.3 

file: 



MeetinglTelephone Conference Record1 

Date February 10,1997 
Project ou 111 
IBetween Bill1 Bates 

NA 

NA 
and1 IMarilyn Kastens 

T i  950 a.m. 
Location Address GJO 

Resources, Price, UT 
of Utah Division of Wildlife Ph. # (801) 637-3310 

of NA Ph. # NA 
of MACTEC-ERS Ext. # 6781 [Ext.] 
of MACTEC-ERS Ext#NA 

Subject: 
State-Sensitive Species (Spotted Bat) 

Summary: 
I called Bill Bates to find out if the spotted bat is a State-sensitive species. Kristen is considering dropping thii species as a 
receptor in the OU 111 Ecological Risk Assessment (ERA) because it is no longer on the Federal threatened or endangered 
(T&E) species list as a candidate-;! species. Bill told me that the spotted ba th  a State-sensitive species. 'State-sensitive" 
species are not like Federally listed T&E species, in that there is no legislative review and no formalized process for putting 
species on the list. In other words, the State has no legal 'teeth" for enforcing protective measures concerning State- 
sensitive species. However, the State recommends that Federal agencies protect these sensitive species during Federal 
actions. Bill will send me a list of State-sensitive species. 

Bill was familiar with the OU 1111 lportion of Montezuma Creek and didn't think DOES potential remedial actions would 
significantly affect the spotted bat, as long as roosts or cavern areas in the canyon walls were not affected. He 
recommended that DOE confine areas of disturbance away from the canyon walls a s  much a s  possible. 

I told1 Bill that Kristen McClellen may want to speak to him personally about keeping/dropping the spotted bat as a receptor 
in the ERA. 

Follow-Up Action Required: 
I let Kristen know that the spotted bat is a State-sensitive species. 

cc: Mike Butherus 
Dannil Langdon 
Kristen McClellen 
Deb Richardson 
Mary Ann Rondinella 
File Copy MSG 8.3 
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MeethgITelephone Conference Record 
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esting assistance on (1) interpretation of EPA's qualitative TRVs for 
ors and (2) the proper threatened and endangered species modifier fo 

ed from dose calculations unless the daily dose is excessive 



4-7- G 

Meeti n g/Tel e ph o ne Conference Record 

Date February 18,1997 
Project ou 1111 
Between Ben IMorris 

NA 

NA 
and Marilyn lKastens 

Time 9:00 am 
ILocation Address GJO 
of Utah Division of Wildlife Ph. # (801) 637-331 0 

Resources, 455 West 
Railroad1 Ave., Price, UT 
84501 

ob NA Ph. # NA 
of MACTEGERS Ext. # 6781 [Ext.] 
Of MACTEGERS W#NA 

Subject: 
TBE Update with Ben Morris 

Summary: 
In response to Mary Ann’s request, I called Ben Morris to update him on DOE’S activities associated with threatened or 
endangered (T&E) species on the OU 111 project. Ben was very familiar with Montezuma Creek and the OU 1111 study area. 
He was most interested in knowing about the fish data we had collected within Montezuma Creek. Il relayed the results of 
the early BioWest study and the more recent (I 996) Oak Ridge  national Laboratory survey. Both studies indicatedl that no 
fish were found in Montezuma Creek. He was linterested in receiving any information we might have on stream flow within 
the creek for the last 10 years. I told1 him I would send him the flow information we have. 

He also mentioned that a mother ferret and two babies were sighted just below the beaver pond (in the big alfalfa field) lin 
the lower-upper or upper-middle section of Montezuma Creek on June 6,1996. He thought that they were most likely 
escaped domestic ferrets (although they possibly could be black-footed ferrets). 

I requested a list of State-sensitive species from him, as I have not yet received a list from his office (I had requested a list 
from Bill Bates about a week ago). I also asked1 Ben if he knew anything about the Gunnison sage grouse. He said that it 
will soon be listed as a threatened species. He has never seen any along Montezuma Creek, and he said that their 
occurrence in the OU 111 study area would be very unlikely. He said that it would be more likely for them to occur 
downstream of the OU 111 study area on BLM-administered portions of the creek. 

I then told Ben that we would let him know when our field visit is scheduled with US. Fish and Wildlife Senice personnel. 
We would1 look forward to him joining us on the trip. 

Follow-Up Action Required: 
I called Tim Bartlett to get flow data for Montezuma Creek. Tim will send me the data, and I will send it to Ben. 

cc: Mike Butherus 
Danni Langdon 
Kristen McClellen 
Deb Richardson 
Mary Ann Rondinella 
File Copy MSG 8.3 

C : \ M S G E C ~ T & E B E N . T U  file: 
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Meeting/TePephone Conference Record 

Date 
Project 
Between 

and 

February 24,1997 
ou 111 
Mr. Leland Sasser 

NA 
Marilyn Kastens 
NA 

Time 11345 am 
Location Address GJO 
of INatural Resources Ph. # (801) 637-0041 

Conservation Service, Soil 
Survey Staff, Price, Utah 

of NA 
of P T E G E R S  
of MCTEGERS 

Ph. # Na 
Ext. # 6781 m] 
M . # A  

Subject: 
Prime, Unique, and Important Farmland 

Summary: 
I called Mr. Sasser to find out if prime or unique farmland or "farmland of statewide importance" was present within the 
OU 1111 study area. In accordance with the Farmland Protection Policy Act, Federal agencies are required to determine if 
their project(s) will adversely affect prime or unque farmland and to consider alternative actions if prime or unique farmland 
cannot be protected. "Farmland of statewide importance" is designated by the State and is not legally protected; lhowever, 
Federal agencies are encouraged to protect these farmlands as well. Mr. Sasser looked at the soil sunrey of the Monticello 
area, and he determined that no prime, unique, or important farmlands occurred in the OU 111 study area. However, some 
of the soils occurring on the upland areas adjacent to the Monticello Creek valley are considered prime, unique, or 
important farmland. The only prime farmland soill is the Monticello series (ii slopes are 5%). Farmlands of statewide 
importance include the Ucolo series (if slopes are 5%), Abajo series of slopes are 5%), Ackman series, and Monticello 
series (if slopes are > 5%). Mr. Sasser will send me a list of Utah's designated prime, unque, and important farmland soils. 

Follow-Up Action Required: 
none 

cc: 

file: 

M. Butherus 
D. Langdon 
K. McClellen 
D. IRichardson 
M. Rondinella 
File Copy MSG 8.3 
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MeetinglTelephone Conference Record 

Date February 27,1997 
Project ou 111 
Between Mr. Frank Howe 

NA 

NA 
and Marilyn Kastens 

Time 10:20 am 
Location Address GJO 
of Utah Division of Wildlife PPI. # (801) 538-4764 

Resources, Nongame 
Resources 

Qf NA Ph. # NA 
of MACTEC-ERS Ext. # 6781 [Ext.] 
of MACTEC-ERS Ext. # NA 

Subject: 
Mexican Spotted Owl Locations and SW willow Flycatcher Habiit 

Summary: 
I called Frank Howe because I heard that he managed a computer database containing Mexican spotted owl and other 
nongame species information. Frank looked through his database and gave me the following information: there has been 
one unconfirmed sighting of a Mexican spotted owl about 8 3/4 miles west of the OU 111 study area; one confirmed nesting 
sight 25 miles northwest of the OU 111 study area in Canyonlands National Park; one confirmed sighting 27 % miles west of 
the OU 111 study area in1 the Manti LaSal Ranger District; and one confirmed sighting 30 miles west-southwest of the OU Ill1 
study area in the Manti LaSal Ranger District. He then gave me Linda Seibert's phone number for more information. Linda 
Seibert is the Wildlife Biologist at the Moab BLM office, and she is in the lprocess of summarizing BLM's Mexican spotted 
owl surveys in Montezuma Creek. 

Frank then mentioned that he had some knowledge of the southwestern willow flycatcher. Someone had looked for them 
in the Montezuma Creek area and had not found any. I told him that 'DOE also had surveyed for them in 1996 and had 
found none. He said that the sw willow flycatcher didn't seem to care for 'strips" of willows, such as along the Montezuma 
Creek corridor. The literature says that the bird seems to prefer large (5 acres or more) 'patches" of willows. 

Follow-Up Action Required: 
I will call Linda Seibert and update the OU 111 RI wildlife section with this new information. 

xc: M. Butherus 
D. Langdon 
K. McClellen 
D. Richardson 
M. Rondinella 
File CopylMSG 8.3 
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MeetinglTelephone Conference Record 

Date February 27,1997 
Project ou 111 
Between Ms. Linda Seibert 

NA 

NA 
and IMarilyn Kastens 

Time 11:OO am 
Location Address GJO 
of Bureau of Land Ph. # (801) 259-61 11 

of NA Ph. # NA 
of MACTEC-ERS Ext. # 6781 m] 
of MACTEC-ERS Ext.#NA 

Management, Moab Office 

Subject: 
IMexican Spotted Owl Surveys by BLM 

Summary: 
11 called Linda to see if she had any new information concerning thelMexican spotted owl surveys conducted by BLMland the 
IForest SeM'ce in the Monticello area. She saidlthat Montezuma Creek had lbeen surveyed for the Mexican spotted owl (on 
BLM lands only) in 1993 and 1994. 'No hint of the owl" was found. She said it became obvious that the Montezuma Creek 
corridor was not potential habitat for the owl. This information supports the information I received from Heather Musglow of 
the Forest Service and Bob Woyewodzic of the Monticello BLM. 

FollowYp Action Required: 
None 

xc: M. Butherus 
D. Langdon 
K. McClellen 
D. Richardson 
M. Rondinella 
File Copy MSG 8.3 
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